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Net Prolongation of Life starts 
with HeartMate 3™ LVAD

LEAD WITH LVAD

SEE THE CLINICAL DATA 

BY SCANNING THE QR CODE

Based on clinical evidence, the strategy of leading with LVAD prior to heart transplantation 
should be considered for select younger heart failure patients.

Why lead with an LVAD prior to heart transplantation to prolong life?

For select patients under 50 years old, a prolongation of life strategy that delays heart transplantation 
is an ideal approach to extending meaningful life.

TRANSPLANT

Median survival for heart transplant 
patients is 12.4 years.2

LVAD

Median survival for HeartMate 3™ LVAD patients 
exceeds 5 years,1 with many living over 10+ years.*

ADVANCING HEART FAILURE HEART TRANSPLANTPROLONGATION

HEARTMATE 3 LVAD

*Based on clinical trial and device tracking data as of August 8, 2025.
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Net prolongation of life refers to the strategy of implanting a 
Left Ventricular Assist Device (LVAD) in younger heart failure 
patients <50 years old with the goal of extending overall survival 
and offering potential for myocardial recovery by delaying a 
heart transplantation, either temporarily or long-term.



Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the founding members of the Southeast European Society for 

Cardiac Surgery, we warmly welcome you to the Second Clinical Debates 

in the beautiful city of Portorož.

This gathering brings together surgeons, cardiologists, anaesthesiologists, 

and allied healthcare professionals to exchange knowledge, explore 

advances, and discuss challenges in cardiac care across Southeast Europe.

Through challenging pro–con debates, expert presentations, clinical 

updates, interactive discussions, and hands-on workshops, we hope to 

encourage thoughtful debate, strengthen multidisciplinary collaboration, 

and build lasting professional partnerships. Our shared ambition is to 

advance clinical practice and improve outcomes for patients with complex 

heart conditions.

Thank you for sharing your expertise and contributing to this meeting. We 

look forward to engaging discussions and a rewarding symposium.

Warm regards,

Ivan

Kneževič

Hrvoje

Gašparovič

Svetozar

Putnik

Nermir

Granov

Marjan

Shokarovski
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Welcome address

Distinguished participants, esteemed colleagues, dear nurses and healthcare technicians,

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the SEESCS meeting. This event represents an 

important opportunity for connecting cardiac surgery experts from Slovenia and the wider 

South Eastern Europe region. It allows us to exchange knowledge, experience, and best 

practices, as well as to collectively find answers to the challenges of modern cardiac surgical 

care.

Cardiac surgery is a field that demands superb professional knowledge, precision, 

coordinated teamwork, and exceptional responsibility. At the heart of our work is always the 

patient, to whom we must provide the highest possible level of safety and quality care during 

a demanding period of treatment.

Nursing care plays an indispensable role in cardiac surgery. Nurses and healthcare 

technicians are an essential part of the cardiac surgical team—from preparing the patient for 

the surgical procedure, handling demanding perioperative care and intensive treatment, to 

subsequent recovery and rehabilitation. Our work requires a high degree of expertise, clinical 

reasoning, rapid recognition of changes in the patient's condition, and the ability to act 

effectively in the most challenging moments.

This is precisely why professional meetings like SEESCS are of paramount importance. 

Connecting experts from different countries in South Eastern Europe enables us to exchange 

experiences, transfer knowledge, and shape common approaches. With these, we can 

significantly contribute to the further development of cardiac surgery and cardiovascular 

patient care in our region.

Our sincere thanks go to all the lecturers, authors, organizers, and participants who, with their 

knowledge and dedication, contribute to the advancement of our profession and the 

strengthening of professional ties between the countries of South Eastern Europe.

We wish you a successful, professionally enriching, and inspiring meeting, as well as many 

new opportunities for collaboration, networking, and the development of cardiac surgery and 

nursing care in South Eastern Europe.

Ivan

Kneževič

Nikola

Lakič

Matija

Jelenc

Andrej

Kranjc
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13:55 - 14:40

14:40 - 15:25

15:25 - 17:00

15:30 - 17:00
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Posters will be on display during the meeting

Hands-on Workshop 1

Station 1/1 — Artivion AMDS (M. Jelenc, N. Lakič) ·  Station 1/2 — Konect Resilia aortic valved 
conduit - built for bio Bentall (J. Kšela)

Welcome Address

Ivan Kneževič, Nikola Lakič, Matija Jelenc, Andrej Kranjc

Pro–Con Debate 1 — Hybrid Revascularisation vs Complete Surgical Revascularisation

N. Granov vs S. Putnik
Moderator: I. Kneževič  |  Board: N. Lakič, M. Šušteršič, O. Dzemali, S. Mičović, V. Papestiev, C. 
Kotoulas

Pro–Con Debate 2 — TEER vs Surgical Mitral Valve Repair

M. Šušteršič vs H. Gašparović
Moderator: N. Granov  |  Board: G. Poglajen, M. Kušurin, G. Konjanovski, A. Mugoša, D. 
Petkov, H. Suciu

BREAK

Pro–Con Debate 3 — Off-Pump vs On-Pump Coronary Surgery

M. Shokarovski vs L. Velicki
Moderator: H. Gašparović  |  Board:  I. Medved, M. Antonič, A. Bošnjak, I. Lekšan, M. Todić, H. 
Moldovan

Pro–Con Debate 4 — Aortic Root Aneurysm without AI: Bentall (David) vs PEARS

S. Mičović vs M. Jelenc
Moderator: S. Putnik  |  Board: M. Petričević, S. Živić, M. Tabaković, A. Nikolić, D. Kiuchukov

LUNCH BREAK

Plenary Lectures

Registry vs. Randomized Trials: The Battle for Surgical Truth — M. Milojević
Xenotransplantation Is the Future and Will Always… — I. Kneževič
Moderators: N. Granov, H. Gašparović, S. Putnik

Symposium 1 — New Approaches

Abbott: Net Life Prolongation — G. Poglajen 
COMMENCE Aortic Trial: Long term - 10 year durability outcomes — I. Kneževič
LSI - Novel techniques in endoscopic / minimally invasive cardiac surgery — N. Granov

Case Discussions 1 — Studies & Clinical Dilemmas

5 min presentation + 10 min discussion

UKC Ljubljana — N. Lakič
KBC Sarajevo — N. Granov
KBC Rebro — H. Gašparović
UKC Beograd — S. Putnik
UKC Skopje — V. Papestiev
Institut Dedinje — S. Mičović
UKC Maribor — M. Antonič
Moderator: O. Dzemali  |  Board: M. Petričević, I. Medved, M. Todić, A. Bošnjak, A. Mugoša, H. 
Suciu

Round Tables for Nurses: 1. PATIENT AND PROFESSIONAL TEAM PREPARATION

Preparing the patient for cardiac surgery. Onboarding of nurses in cardiac surgery. Where 
does the perfusionist’s scope of work end?

Posters will be on display during the meeting

SATURDAY 19 September 2026



Hands-on Workshop 2

Station 2/1 — Pacemaker lead extraction (J. Kšela) ·  Station 2/2 — LSI Solutions: From 
Technique to Practice - Hands-On Solutions in MICS with Abbott Surgical Valves (N. 
Granov) ·  Station 2/3 — Impella 5.5 in surgical practice (I. Kneževič)

Case Discussions 2 — Studies & Clinical Dilemmas

5 min presentation + 10 min discussion

KBC Rijeka — I. Medved
UKC Tuzla — M. Tabaković
KB Dubrava — M. Kušurin
KBC Split — M. Petričević
Acibadem Sistina Hospital Skopje — A. Nikolić
IKVBV Novi Sad — M. Todić
Moderator: S. Mičović
Board: H. Gašparović, V. Papestiev, M. Antonič, S. Živić, I. Lekšan, G. Konjanovski, E. 
Mujanović, D. Petkov

Round Tables for Nurses: 2. SAFETY AND DECISION-MAKING IN CRITICAL SITUATIONS

The patient in intensive care. Special considerations in resuscitating the cardiovascular 
patient. Personalized perfusion: the future, or just a passing trend?

BREAK & CHECK-OUT

Plenary Lecture

Breaking Barriers: The Future of Cardiac Surgery — O. Dzemali

Symposium 2

ECPELLA: Key Surgical Triggers, Techniques and Pitfalls — I. Kneževič 

Case Discussions 3 — Studies & Clinical Dilemmas

5 min presentation + 10 min discussion

Žan Mitrev Clinic — G. Konjanovski 
KBC Osijek — I. Lekšan
SKB Mostar — A. Bošnjak
UKC Niš — S. Živić
KCCG Podgorica — A. Mugoša
Moderator: N. Lakič
Board: N. Granov, M. Shokarovski, L. Velicki, M. Kušurin, M. Tabaković, A. Nikolić, H. Moldovan

Round Tables for Nurses: 3. TREATMENT OUTCOMES, EXPERIENCES, AND COMPLEX 

CARE

Transfer from intensive care to the ward, and recovery. The impossible made possible: 
stories we carry with us — patients and nurses.

BEST POSTER AWARD & MEETING ADJOURN & LUNCH

8:00 - 9:00

9:00 - 10:30

9:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 10:45

10:45 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:15

11:15 - 12:45

11:15 - 12:45

12:45
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for Acute DeBakey Type I Dissection for DeBakey Type I and III Dissection, and Aneurysms
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Vasoview Hemopro 2 

Endoscopic Vessel Harvesting System
Precision and safety for unsurpassed conduit quality



New HOPE 
for hearts
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LIFE TO SAVE
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CAUTION: Product(s) intended for use by or under the direction of a physician. Prior to use, reference the Instructions for Use, inside the product carton 
(when available) or at https://www.eifu.abbott/ for more detailed information on Indications, Contraindications, Warnings, Precautions and Adverse Events.

Information contained herein for DISTRIBUTION in Europe, Middle East, and Africa ONLY. Always check the regulatory status of the device in your region. 
Illustrations are artist’s representations only and should not be considered as engineering drawings or photographs. Photos on file at Abbott.

Epic™ Max Stented Tissue Valve. CE marked medical device. CE 2797.
Legal Manufacturer: Abbott Medical, 177 County Road B East, St. Paul, Minnesota 55117, USA. 

Abbott Vascular International BV
Park Lane, Culliganlaan 2B, 1831 Diegem, Belgium, Tel: 32 2 714 14 11 

™ Indicates a trademark of the Abbott Group of Companies. 

www.my-connext.com

©2024 Abbott. All rights reserved. 9-EH-2-15381-01 07-2024



Superiority of the HeartMate 

3 LVAD driven by a reduction 

in hemocompatibility-related 

adverse events

Survival comparable 

to higher-risk transplant

patients

HeartMate 3™ LVAD 

with Full MagLev™ 

Flow Technology

SAME HEART. BETTER TOMORROWS.

THE MOMENTUM 3  TRIAL AND

HEARTMATE 3™ LVAD

Life-prolonging therapy 

in a patient population 

who

otherwise would not be expected 

to survive beyond 9 months

>5
YEARS

58.4%
Median survival

exceeding 

5 years

Survival at 

5 years

FIRST TIME IN LVAD HISTORY

5-year data from a prospective randomized LVAD trial

HEARTMATE 3™ LVAD, a proven long-term, life-extending therapy for patients with advanced heart failure

63.3%
Survival at 

5 years

MOMENTUM 3 Trial ELEVATE European Registry
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